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approximately 6,700 individuals were
encountered.

To put this in perspective, President
Obama’s Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Jeh Johnson, stated in his tenure
that 1,000 apprehensions a day was con-
sidered a bad day. We are more than six
times that now, and on top of it, we
face a global pandemic.

We are currently watching a debacle
unfold in Del Rio, Texas, where this
weekend alone there were estimated to
be approximately 15,000 migrants cross-
ing the Rio Grande. This surge is over-
whelming an already overburdened sys-
tem, and the agents and officers of CBP
need Congress to focus on this crisis.

While it is promising that CBP will
be surging resources to the area, it re-
mains extremely worrisome to me
that, as the OIG found, CBP is not re-
quired to test these migrants. And I
understand there is also a measles out-
break at Fort Bliss.

Moreover, we will continue to see the
border crisis of varying scales until we
institute policies that will deter illegal
immigration.

Programs such as the Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols and Title 42 health
restrictions should be utilized to stem
the flow of illegal migration and help
keep our communities safe during the
pandemic.

Notably, the DHS OIG report also
states that the ‘‘erosion of Title 42 au-
thority has had a significant negative
impact on CBP’s COVID-19 mitigation
measures and creates increased risk.”

I encourage this administration to
continue to implement these health re-
strictions for migrants crossing ille-
gally, especially while we see new
variants emerging.

As the former director of the Iowa
Department of Public Health, I know
we must ensure that any individuals
the Biden administration insists on re-
leasing into our communities do not
have COVID-19 or other infectious dis-
eases. In fact, the Biden administration
is recognizing the need for COVID-19
testing and vaccinations for another
group of individuals, those who are
being paroled in from Afghanistan.

I cannot comprehend how we can vac-
cinate those individuals for not only
COVID-19 but also measles, mumps, ru-
bella, polio, and any other age-appro-
priate vaccinations that are required
by the CDC but not those coming
across our border illegally.

It is clear that this administration is
creating a double standard not only for
U.S. citizens and migrants but also for
individuals they are bringing into this
country.

If I may, I will also add a boisterous
happy birthday to my husband, Curt.

——————

RECOGNIZING KMPH TELEVISION’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CosSTA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize a significant mile-
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stone for one of the local news stations
in my hometown and district in Fres-
no, California. KMPH Television is
celebrating 50 years of TV program-
ming and broadcast news excellence.

First taking the air in 1971, by the
Pappas family, KMPH launched its
news department 7 years later, serving
as a vital source of information for
viewers across the Central Valley.

It has not been an easy time for jour-
nalists in the last decade throughout
our country. Nearly one-fourth of
America’s newspapers have shuttered
their operations, and a significant por-
tion of print and TV journalists, sadly,
have lost their jobs. This leaves many
smaller stations with fewer reporters
to inform the public on what is hap-
pening in their communities. Getting
local news is so critical to having an
informed public.

KMPH is no stranger to these chal-
lenges, but it continues to thrive,
make a difference, and inform the pub-
lic.

A free press, as we all know, is the
cornerstone of our democracy. Local
news plays an integral role in shaping
America, keeping people informed, and
allowing them to be active in
participatory democracy.

During a time of disinformation—
sadly, these days—in social media, I
think supporting local journalism has
never been more critical.

Fifty years of public service is worth
celebrating. Congratulations to KMPH
in Fresno for 50 years of informing the
public.

CELEBRATING HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate Hispanic Heritage
Month, to honor the cultures, history,
and achievements of the Hispanic com-
munity, both in my district and across
the country, for generations.

Throughout the last year, every seg-
ment of our society has been impacted
by the COVID pandemic. Certainly,
Hispanic Americans have felt this im-
pact as well, but they have worked
hard to do their part.

Many of them are essential workers
who have to be on their job every day,
like the farmworkers, some of the
hardest working people you will ever
meet in your life, putting food on
America’s dinner table every night.
Some are healthcare workers—doctors,
nurses, technicians, first responders—
and they risk their lives every day
doing their jobs and putting their fami-
lies at risk.

Every day, the Hispanic-American
community’s quest for the American
Dream has impacted our communities.
They are living the American Dream of
immigrants past and immigrants
present.

There are examples such as the Fres-
no Area Hispanic Foundation, where
over 320 female small business owners
have participated in the Latinapreneur
and Womanpreneur programs to grow
their small businesses, creating jobs
and creating vital economic activity.

Other individuals historically have
played a role and have been barrier-
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breakers, like our valley’s own Coach
Tom Flores, son of migrant workers in
the San Joaquin Valley. He spent 30
years in the NFL, as the first Hispanic
quarterback and then coaching and be-
coming the first Hispanic Super Bowl
champion. Just a month ago, Coach
Flores was inducted into the NFL Hall
of Fame for these achievements.

We have so many others who have
made a difference, such as my dear
friend Joseph Castro from Hanford,
California, who is today chancellor of
the California State University Sys-
tem, the largest public university sys-
tem in America. We also have Juan
Sanchez Munoz, who is chancellor of
UC Merced, one of the newest univer-
sities in America, making a difference.
In addition, my neighbor, Dr. Saul Ji-
menez-Sandoval, is the newest presi-
dent of Fresno State University. Go
Dogs.

All of these individuals have played a
role. All have unique stories and ca-
reers. They have helped to educate and
create new opportunities, and they
serve as a role model for future leaders.
But we must not forget that many in
our Hispanic community live in fear of
attaining these important goals.

Over the past few years, I have met
with DACA students across my district
to hear their stories and discuss the
need for immigration reform. For
them, America is the only country
they have really known, and so immi-
gration reform is so critical.

As we commemorate this month, let
us not forget that they are counting on
Congress to bring about comprehensive
immigration reform.

As a proud member of the Hispanic
Caucus, I work with my colleagues
every day to ensure the promise of
America is accessible to the 62 million
Hispanics living across the country.

——————

MILITARY NEEDS LARGER PAY
INCREASE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARCIA) for 6 minutes.

Mr. GARCIA of California. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to speak on an
important facet of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2022. While I am pleased that the NDAA
bill delivers good top-line and procure-
ment financial support for our Nation’s
defense capabilities, the bill is not per-
fect.

Specifically, I want to share my frus-
tration with the bill’s failure to prop-
erly increase our Nation’s military
pay, specifically for our enlisted per-
sonnel. The 2.7 percent pay increase for
our military servicemembers is simply
not enough. Throughout today, during
the debate over the NDAA, we will hear
Members from both sides of the aisle
talk about the 2.7 percent, almost tout-
ing this.

I want to put this in perspective. For
the average junior enlisted personnel
member, this translates to roughly
$1.80 a day more for their service. This
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